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Classification of Offenses. 


‘The term “offenses known to the police” is designed to include those 
crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification occur- 
ring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known to 
the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecuting 
or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the following 
group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience to be 
those most generally and completely reported to the police: Criminal 
homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and 0) 
manslaughter by negligence; rape; rob aggravated assault; 
burglary—breaking or enterin ; larceny—theft; and auto theft. The 
figures contained herein include also the number of attempted crimes 
of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are reported 
as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted burglary or 
robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the same manner 
as if the crime had been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police’ include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 
Complaints which upon investigation are learned to be groundless 
are not included in the tabulations which follow. 

In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in 
each group, there follows a brief definition of each classification. 

1. Criminal homicide——(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter—includes 


all felonious homicides except those caused by negligence. Does not include 
attempts to kill, assaults to kill, justifiable homicides, suicides, or accidental 


(125) 





126 


deaths. (b) Manslaughter by negligence—includes only those cases in which 
death is caused by culpable negligence which is so clearly evident that if the person 
responsible for the death were apprehended he would be prosecuted for man- 
slaughter. 

2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape, assault to rape, and attempted 
rape. 

3. Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the person by 
force or violence or by putting in fear, such as highway robbery, stick-ups, robbery 
armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent to kill; assault by shooting, 
cutting, stabbing, maiming, poisoning, scalding, or by use of acids. Does not 
include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, etc. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering—Inecludes burglary, housebreaking, safe 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or theft. Includes attempted 
burglary and assault to commit a burglary. Burglary followed by a larceny is 
entered here and is not counted again under larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft) —(a) Fifty dollars and over in value. (b) 
Under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depending 
upon the value of the property stolen, pocket-picking, purse-snatching, shop- 
lifting, or any stealing of property or thing of value which is not taken by force 
and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, “‘con” games, forgery, 
passing worthless checks, etc. 

7. Auto theft.—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven 
away and abandoned, including the so-called “‘joy-riding’”’ thefts. Does not include 
taking for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unauthorized 
use by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the FBI does not vouch for their accuracy. They are given out as 
current information which may throw some light on problems of crime 
and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 


Extent of Reporting Area. 


In the table which follows there is shown the number of police de- 
partments from which one or more crime reports were received durin 
the calendar year 1936. Information is presented for the cities divide 
according to size. The population figures employed are estimates as 
of July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Gann for cities with population 
in excess of 10,000. No estimates were available, however, for those 
with a smaller number of inhabitants, and, accordingly, for them the 
figures listed in the 1930 decennial census were used. 


Total | Cities filing returns Population repre- 
- : ' ted in returns 
Population group 


1. Cities over 250,000. 
; Cities 100,000 to 250,000 

. Cities 50,000 to 100,000... 
4. Cities 25,000 to 50,000... 
6. Cities 10,000 to 25,000. 


Note.—The above table does not include 1,425 cities and rural townshi 


ips tt 
of 7,196,001. The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10,000 jepelation filing ret 
the rural] townships are of varying population groups. 


ng & total popul: 
urns, W 


hereas 
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The growth in the crime reporting area is evidenced by the following 
figures for 1930-36: 


Number 
of cities 


The foregoing comparison shows that during 1936 there was an in- 
crease of 162 cities as compared with 1935. 

In addition to the 2,318 city and village police departments which 
submitted crime reports during 1936, one or more reports were received 
during that year from 1,103 sheriffs and State police organizations and 
from 10 agencies in possessions of the United States. This makes a 
grand total of 3,431 agencies contributing crime reports during 1936. 
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Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population. 

In table 74 there is presented information concerning the number 
of crimes reported during the calendar year 1936 by the police depart- 
ments of 1,658 cities with a total population of 60,372,091. All of the 
cities represented are classified as urban in character by the Bureau 
of the Census, and all sections of the United States are represented. 
The figures are also shown for the cities divided into six groups 
according to size. 

The compilation reveals in general that the larger cities have higher 
crime rates than the smaller communities. However, only for the 
offense of robbery does the crime rate vary directly in accordance with 
the size of city. 

More than one-half (52.5 percent) of the crimes reported were 
larcenies; 22.8 percent were burglaries; 15.7 percent were auto thefts; 
and 4.1 percent were robberies. This makes a total of 95.1 percent 
which were crimes against property. The remaining offenses repre- 
sented in the tabulation were crimes against the person. It should be 
noted that although homicides represented less than 1 percent of the 
crimes listed, there were 6,872 such crimes reported by the police 
departments represented. Similarly, although robberies constituted 
only 4.1 percent of the total crimes shown in the table, there were 
33,603 offenses of that type reported. A percentage distribution of 
the offenses included in table 74 is herewith presented: 


T j SS ee eS ee 
Rate per | p j | Rate per 
Offense | 100.000 | Percent || Offense 100,000 Percent 


1, 363.2 | Ee ee 
-———_|———— |; Aggravated assault 
716.7 | | aaed 


OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE 
JANUARY TO OECEMBER, INCLUSIVE, 1936 
BASED ON REPORTS OF 1658 CITIES — POPULATION, 60,372,091 


OFFENSES AGAINST THE PERSON 


NUMBER OF OFFENSES 
6,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 
MANSLAUGHTER BY NEGLIGENCE 
| | 
3,136) | 


INCLUDING NONNEGLIGENT 
MURDER ( MANSLAUGHTER 


3,736 


4,758 


| 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 


FIGURE 15. 
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Most of the cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants made a 
distinction in their reports between the number of larcenies i in which 
the value of property stolen was more than $50 and the cases in which 
the property was valued at less than $50. A separate compilation of 
the information yields the following figures: 


Larceny-theft 


Population group won bad 
ov n 
value value 


33 cities over 250,000; total population, 20,734,800: 


— of offenses known 125, 612 


ate per 100, \ 605. 8 

53 cltion 100,000 to 250,000; total population, 7,339,712: 
Number of offenses known 56, 989 
Rate per 100,000 776.4 


Of the 210,447 larcenies classified according to the value of property 
stolen, 27 846 (13.2 percent) were cases in which the value of the 
property exceeded $50. 


OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE ‘POLICE 


JANUARY TO DECEMBER, INCLUSIVE, 1936 
BASED ON REPORTS OF (658 CITIES - POPULATION, 60,372,091 


OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY 


NUMBER OF OFFENSES 
200,000 
ROBBERY 


AUTO THEFT 
3,733 


Ficvure 16. 
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TasLe 74.—Offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive. 1936; 
number and rates per 100,000 by population groups 


{Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Criminal homicide} 


| 

Murder, | 

Population group nonneg- —— 
| ligent | t . 
man- | ‘et OY 
| | negli- 


| Slaugh- 
ter gence 


GROUP I | 


86 cities over 250,000; total popula- 
tion, 29,375,600 
Number of offenses known 
Rate per 100,000 


GRovur tl 


56 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total 
population, 7,726,812: 
Number of offenses known -- --- 
Rate per 100,000 


GROUP Mm 


04 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total 
population, 6,294,600: 
Number of offenses known_ -.-. 
Rate per 100,000 


GROUP IV 


159 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total 
———. 5,517,040: 

Number of offenses known. - .-- 

OO aaa 


GROUP ¥ 


428 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total 
population, 6,660,495: 
Number of offenses known 
Rate per 100,000 


GROUP VI 


885 cities under 10,000; total popula- 
tion, 4,797,535: 
Number of offenses known. . .--. 
Rate per 100,000 


Total 1,658 cities; total population, 
60,372,091: 
Number of offenses known.....| 8,736 $27,830 |* 165, 795 
Rate per 100,000 62 ; . e 46.2} 311.5 


1 The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 34 cities with a 
total population of 27,647,400. 

+ The number of offenses and rate for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 35 cities with 
& total population of 22,221,300 a: 
. + The wnee of offenses and rate for aggravated assault are based on reports of 93 cities with a total popu- 
ation of 6,215,909. 

4 The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 1,656 cities with a 
total population of 58,643,891. 

‘ The number of offenses and rate for aggravated assault are based on reports of 1,657 cities with a total 
population of 60,293,391 

@ The number of offenses and rates for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 1,657 cities 
with a total population of 53,217,791. 
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Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1936. 
Monthly variations in the number of crimes reported are indicated 
in table 75, which is based on the reports received from the police 
departments of 92 cities with an te population of 37,102,412. 
he table discloses that offenses of murder, aggravated assault, and 
rape were most frequently committed during the third quarter of the 
year, whereas, offenses designated as manslaughter by negligence 
occurred most frequently during the fourth quarter. 

The trend for offenses against property is somewhat different from 
that shown for crimes against the person, as indicated in the preceding 
—— Offenses of robbery and burglary were committed most 

requently during the first and fourth quarters of the year, with both 
voblanad and burglary reaching low points during July. It is interest- 
ing to note that for robbery the figures decrease from January to July 
without interruption, and for each of the remaining months show 
increases. For larceny and auto theft, the figures are considerably 
higher during the fourth quarter than during the remaining portions 
of the year, and the figures for the third quarter are considerably in 
excess of those for the first half of the year. 






TaBLe 75.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, 92 cities over 100,000, 
January to December, inclusive, 1936 


[Total population, 37,102,412, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Criminal homicide 











































IG e, hviniccndininntiiieto’ 6.0 15.4 6.9} 84.9 40.0} 1318.3) 26004 
EE danandésdemiuiictnagen 5.7 41 7.7) 824 42.2 296.7 564.4 
isis cinticilemdsiathiominagend 6.6 6.2 82) 725 49.7 324.4 611.0 
DO cccitntincnhenuneesevuetcamnn 5.7 6.3 8.9] 66.0 4.1 296.3 609.3 
St cane dadkedhemmindicesdamsbal 6.3 6.5 9.4) 56.3 52.8 257.6 581.0 
Gs a cebtninincsjhncnnndtinatind 7.8 6.2 11.1 45 57.4 24.1 585.6 185. 6 
Sl sieciidhihintinuiiavehauieaiiiaaned 7.7 6.0; 100] 51.5 549 242.1 572.3 187.2 
I onidiehavincascnssnaeed 8.5 6.0] 10.1] 57.4 57.9 268. 5 606. 6 211.2 
SI ccechintipioninaduatatgiies 7.1 6.3 9.5) 63.8 59.9 236. 4 652.1 214.3 
EE See 6.8 7.2 8.5} 67.0 52.3 278.5 727.3 223.4 
aS 7.4 8.4 8.8) 80.1 48.9 297.7 719.8 240.8 
iti aa Nadine 7.8 9.8 8.0) 96.5 48.3 339.3 749.8 249.7 
January to March.............-. 6.1 5.3 7.6) 79.9 44.0 313. 5 592.5 198.2 
BE Ob ikaribiencecudcccas 6.6 6.3 9.8) 58.9 51.4 265.9 1.8 196. 2 
July to September.............. 7.7 6.1 9.9} 57.5 57.5 265.4 609.9 204.1 
October to December........... 7.3 8.5 8.4) 81.2 49.8 305. 2 732.5 230.6 
January to December. -......-. 7.0 6.5 89} 60.4 50.7 287.5 631.9 209.6 
















ao for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 90 cities with a total population o 
35,374,212. 
ai, 


‘ Daily ee for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 91 cities with a total population 
of 29,948,112. 


Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-36. 

Information concerning annual variations in the amount of crime 
during the past 6 years may be found in table 76. The compilation 
is based on reports received from the police departments of 74 cities 
with a combined population of 21,023,312. 

In general, the compilation reveals decreases in all types of crime 
during the 6-year period, with the exception of rape, aggravated 
oe and larceny. In comparing the number of crimes reported 
123976°—37—~2 
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during 1936 with the figures for 1935, it will be noted that increases 
were shown for manslaughter by negligence, rape, and vated 
assault, and that there was a reduction of only six cases of murder 
and nonnegligent manslaughter. Since 1931 there has been a yearly 
increase in the number of reported offenses of rape. During 1936 
there was an increase of 85 such cases (5.3 percent), as compared 
with 1935, and the amount of increase is 279 (19.9 percent) when the 
1936 figures are compared with those for 1934. Similarly, the data 
for aggravated assault indicate that the figure for 1936 is the highest 
reported during the 6-year period, with the exception of 1933. m- 
paring the figures for 1935 and 1936 reveals an increase of 902 (8.4 
percent) during 1936. 

A comparison of the 1935-36 figures for offenses against property 
reveals decreases in all cases, and the decreases are more substantial 
when a comparison is made of the data for 1934 and 1936. The 
extent of the reductions in crimes against property during the past 
2 years is shown in the following tabulation: 


Amount of decrease Percent of decrease 





In connection with the figures in table 76 revealing substantial 
reductions in many cases, it is of significance to note that the com- 
bined population of the 74 cities represented was 20,476,346 in 1930, 
whereas, the latest available figures (estimated as of July 1, 19°3, by 
the Bureau of the Census) indicates that the population of those 
cities has increased to 21,023,312. 

It will be noted the compilation shows a substantial decrease in the 
number of homicides during 1935 and 1936 as compared with prior 
years. In connection with the decrease in the number of offenses of 
murder and nonnegligent manslaughter (willful felonious homicides), 
it is suggested that the decrease may be partially attributable to the 
fact that during 1935 it was ascertained that many police depart- 
ments had been including as felonious homicides cases which were 
excusable in nature, such as the killing of a felon who was resisting 
arrest by a police officer. Such cases were subsequently excluded, 
together with instances of killing in self-defense by private individuals, 
in order that the published figures might represent felonious homicides. 

The cases listed under the heading “manslaughter by negligence” 
consists largely of automobile fatalities, and it will be observed that 
the figures for 1934-36 are considerably lower than for the 3 preceding 
years. This is probably largely due to the fact that in 1934 it was 
ascertained that quite a number of the police departments had listed 
as actual offenses of negligent manslaughter all cases of automobile 
fatalities. During 1934 considerable stress was placed upon the fact 
that deaths resulting from automobile accidents should be carried 
under this classification only if the driver of the automobile was 
guilty of gross criminal negligence. The exclusion of many deaths 
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resulting from automobile accidents, in which it was not thought that 
there was present a degree of negligence sufficient to warrant prose- 
cution, has undoubtedly played a large part in bringing about the 
reduced figures for the years subsequent to 1933. 


TaBLye 76.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, 74 cities over 100,000, 
January to December, inclusive, 1931-36 


[Total population 21,023,312, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Number of offenses known: 





1931 , 1,279 |21,909 | 11,174] 79,465 | 166,043 | 96,300 
. 1, 308 /20, 880 9,825 | 84,878 | 169,173 | 82,154 
’ 1, 324 |20,025 | 12,104] 87,846 | 181,325 78,727 
. 1,403 |17,017 | 11,282 | 83,459 | 181,974 72,666 
> 1, 507 |14,248 | 10,765 76,001 | 179,703 | 62,406 
936 1, 449 ‘ 1, 682 |13,399 | 11,667 | 67,845 | 171,122] 54,119 
Pitidaeanideccsananabeaed 4.5 42 3.5} 60.3 30.6 217.7 454.9 263. 8 
45 3.2 3.6] 57.0 26. 8 231.9 462.2 224.5 
TER cancciececqncccceneseecs 4.9 3.8 3.6) 54.9 33.2 240.7 496.8 215.7 
WBE. .. 22. cecceccccsccces 4.5 2.6 8.8) 46.6 30.9 228.7 498.6 199.1 
WEBB. ncncccewcoccecccecncace 4.0 2.6 44) 39.0 29.5 208. 2 492.3 171.0 
TOBE, ..ncnccunccancosccsenaen 4.0 2.8 46) 36.6 31.9 185. 4 467.5 147.9 









Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location. 

In table 77 there is presented information regarding the number of 
police departments whose reports were employed in the preparation 
of figures representing crime rates for the individual States. i 
information is included here in order to show the number of such 
contributors according to size of city, and it is believed it will be 
helpful in evaluating the crime data for individual States, since table 
74 has indicated that there is a noticeable tendency for the large cities 
to report higher crime rates than the smaller communities. It should 
be further observed that in several instances the number of records 
entering into the construction of State rates is quite limited. In 
some cases the figures for individual States are based on reports from 
only three or four police departments. Obviously, the crime rates 
based on such a limited number of records may differ considerabl 
from the figures which would result if reports were available for all 
urban communities in the State. 

In table 78 there are presented the crime rates for the individual 
States, together with figures for nine geographic divisions of the 
country. 

In table 79 may be found crime rates for the nine geographic divi- 
sions of the country, with the cities in each division being segregated 
into six groups according to size. This information is presented in 
order to make possible comparisons between the figures for an indi- 
vidual community and the average figures for cities of the same size 
which are located in the same section of the United States. 
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Tasie 77.—Number of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform 
crime reports, January to December, inclusive, 1936 


Population 





; nd & | | 
Division and State 100, 000 | 50,000 | 25, 000 | 10, 000 Less | Total 
Over! to | to to than 
250, 000 | 250, 000 | 100, 000 60, 00 | 25, 000 | 10, 000 | 
| | j 


. 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION | 


New England: 163 cities; total population, 
6,502,337 _- 58 

M iddle Atlantic: 437 cities; “total populs ation, | 
18,312,462__..... 

East North Central: 427 cities; total popula- 
tion, 15,974,707. .......-.- . 

West North Central: 197 cities; total popul: .- 
tion, 4,878,046 : 

Bouth Atlantic: ! 104 cities; total population, 
4,313,706__...- : 

East South Central: 40 cities; total po )pulation, 
IO bilcimiitesun cist 

West South Central: 93 cities; total popula- 
tion, 3,248,839_.......... ‘ 

Paci" 65 cities; total population, 1, 179,202 
‘acific: 132 cities; total population, 5,238,951. _- 
New England: 


_— = 
-2°0 


New Hampshire-. 


Massachusetts - - 

Rhode Island_-- 

Connecticut 
Middle Atlantic: 

New York 

New Jersey . -- 

cael ema 
East North Central: 





2eoS sete ee 


won Om 


Indiana --- 





Michigan... 
Wisconsin 

West North Central: 
Minnesota 


Missouri 

North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska. - --- 


South Atlantic: 





West Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina....... 


East South Central: 
Kentucky 





one. We 


Mississippi 
West South Central: 


Louisiana 
Mountain: 

Montana 

Wyoming 


Colorado. 
New Mexico 





Bowne Oore 


Utah_.._. 


Pacific: 
Washington 
Oregon... .... 
California 














§ Includes District of Columbia. 
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1 The rates for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on the reports of 5 cities. 


§ Includes the District of Columbia. 


§ The rate for aggravated assault is based on reports of 12 cities. 
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Data for Individual Cities With More Than 25,000 Inhabitants. 
The number of offenses reported as havi m committed during 
the calendar year 1936 is shown in table 80. rhe. compilation has been 
expanded so as to include the reports received from police departments 
in cities with more than 25,000 inhabitants (since 1934 this tabulation 
has been limited to the figures received from police departments of 
cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants). Such data are included 
here in order that interested individuals and organizations may have 
y available up-to-date information concerning the amount of 
crime committed in their communities. Police administrators and 
other interested individuals will probably find it desirable to compare 
the crime rates of their cities with the average rates shown in tables 
74 and 79 of this publication. Similarly, they will doubtless desire to 
make comparisons with the figures for their communities for prior 
periods, in order to determine whether there has been an increase or 
a decrease in the amount of crime committed. 

With reference to the possibility of comparing the amount of crime 
in one city with the amount of reported crime in other individual com- 
munities, it is suggested that such comparisons be made with a great 
deal of caution, because differences in the figures may be due to a great 
variety of factors. The amount of crime committed in a community 
is not chargeable to the police but is rather a charge against the entire 
community. The following is list of some of the factors which might 
affect the amount of crime in a community: The composition of the 

population with reference particularly to age, sex, and race; the eco- 
nomic status and activities of the weidbadben: climate ; educational, 
recreational, and religious facilities; the number 3 police employees 
per unit of population; the standards gove intments to the 
police force; the policies of the prosecuting o ela s and the courts; 
the attitude of the public toward law enforcement problems. Com- 
parisons between the crime rates of individual cities should’ not be 
made without giving consideration to the above-mentioned factors. 
It should be noted that it is more important to determine whether the 

res for a given community show increases or decreases in the amount 
crime committed than to ascertain whether the figures are above or 
tee those of some other community. 

In examining a compilation of crime figures for individual communi- 
ties it should be borne in mind that in view of the fact that the data 
are compiled by different record departments operating under separate 
and distinct a istrative systems, it is en possible that there 
may be variations in the practices employed in classifying complaints 
of offenses. On the other hand, the crime reporting manual has been 
distributed to all contributors ‘of crime re - and the figures re- 
ceived are included in this bulletin only if the parently have been 
compiled in accordance with the provisions a t the manual, and the 
individual department has so indicated. 


123976*°—37——_3 
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Tasie 80.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1936, cities over 25,000 in population 


Abilene, Tex 

Akron, Ohio-_- 

Albany, N. Y_- ee 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Alhambra, Calif 
Aliquippa, Pa 

Allentown, Pa 

Alton, Ill 


BERGE, "POR... ncsncoscccndsonee 
Amsterdam, N. Y 

Anderson, Ind 

Ann Arbor, Mich.. 

Arlington, Mass... 

Asheville, N. C 

Atlanta, Ga.. 

Atlantic eo WS. 

A 

Aubi 


Baltimore, Md 
Bangor, Maine 
Barberton, Ohio 
Baton Rou 
Battle C 

Bay City, Mich 
Beaumont, Tex 
UY FESO RS TS 
EE TED onc cantbacupabines 
Bellingham, Wash 
Berkeley, Calif 
Berwyn, Il 


Beverly, Mass_- 
Binghamton, N. Y- 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Bloomfield, N. J 


Bloomington, Ill...............-- 
Boston, Mass 

Bridgeport, Conn 
SR dd sari mscsesmsietaes 
Brockton, Mass 


Brownsville, ' 
Buffs lo, N. Y- 


Burli maton, 
Butte, Mont 
Cc amb ridge, 


Canton, ‘Ohio 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Cc entral Falls, R. L. 
Charleston, s. Cc 
Charleston, W. Va 
Charlotte, N. C 
Chattanooga, Tenn... 


« *hester, Pa.. 

Chicago, Ill 

Chicopee, Mass_. 

Cicero, Ill. alien 
Cincinnati, Ohio_ 
Cleveland, Ohio. .__. 
Cleveland oe Ohio. - 
Clifton, N. 

Clinton, oo Sos 
Colorado Sprit ngs, Colo... 
Columbia, $ 

« “olumbus, 
Columbus, 
Council Bluffs, 
Covington, Ky 
Cranston, R. 1_- 


For footnotes see end of table. 
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TaBie 80.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
19386, citves over 25,000 in population —Continued 


Murder,| ~ 
nonneg- 
ligent Rape Rob- 
man- bery 
slaugh- 
ter 


eee ee 
Dallas, Tex 

Danville, l__- 

Danville, Va 

Davenport 

Dayton, Ohio 

Dearborn 


Oe 
aS! 
2 OF Od RD RD CH 


8 


SaBa 
nN 


Dubuque, Iowa- 
Duluth, Minn 
East Chi 

East Cle 


Buses 


SSBaeBenr 


ReartiaSawSwwoe Sasa 
a 


os3s2 
r 


~ 
= 


~ 
s 
3 3 s 
SSsezes6 


r 


s 
> 


wr 
SESSSSSENSSRSSSISES sRSBSERSISBESESE 


NoBSLLSSERAESE oS 
ad 


2 
95 
2 
21 
46 
73 
78 
18 
19 
101 
12 
2% 
ul 
1 
23 
10 


— 


ene 
® 
SSeeRsbateBaakESas 


— 
~_ 
o 


@e2oewow 
SSohSVSun 


dianapolis, Ind. 
OS eee a PS ee 
ngton, N. J 


& 


sstoccarenqnestllveas th Mlnc-nen: 
EPR LERY PPE ERPS 
BSSaheBSEsciesSisekshe 


For footnotes see end of table. 
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TaBLE 80.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1936, ciltes over 25,000 in population—Continued 


Murder, 
nonneg- 
ligent 


Kansas City, Mo 
Kearny, N.J 
Kenosha, Wis... 
Kingston, N. Y. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
Kokomo, ind... 
Lackawanna, N. Y 
La Crosse, Wis_._. 
La Fayette, Ind- 
Lakewood, Ohio- 
Lancaster, Pa_.. 
Lansing, Mich 
Lawrence, Mass. 
Lexington, Ky-. 
Lima, Ohio 
Lincoln, Nebr 
Little Rock, Ark 
Long Beach, Calif. 
Lorain, Ohio 

Los An 


aReororSenoak 


a@nme: ' 





wo 


Lower Merion Twp., Pa 
Lynchburg, Va 


acon, G 
Madison, Wis 


Mansfield, Ohio 
Marion, Ohio 


SBASBERERS 
PoSBSS 


~ 
on 
— 


2 
1 
9 
6 
7 
7 
7 
5 
5 
1 
7 
1 
6 


Memphis, Tenn_.- 
Meriden, Conn... 
Meridian, Miss--.. 


Michigan City, Ind 
Middletown, Conn 
Middletown, Ohio 
Milwaukee, Wis_.....- 
Minneapolis, Minn 
Mishawaka, Ind 
Mobile, Ala 

Moline, Ml... 
Monroe, La 

Mount Vernon, N. Y. 
Muskegon, Mich 
Muskogee, Okla 
Nashua, N. H 


1 


x w 
No solS Bot aBEBoue Se ZLINSSobd 
4 
Ee 


oe 
sé Sau8t 

) 
a8euedeees 


—] 
~ 
eesses 


oS RESRBSSERoOBNSS 
Sad 
= 


NEEBBOEH 
3 


Newark , N. J 
Newark, Ohio 
New Bedford, Mass... 


Newburgh, N. Y 
New Castle, Pa_- 


Newton, Mass 

New York City, N. 
Niagara Falls, N. Y_-- 
Norfolk, Va 


soon 


Berwends pie 
Sil... 
Park, Ill 


For footnotes see end of table. 
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TaB ie 80.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1936, cittes over 25,000 in population—Continued 





Ogden, Utah....____. 
Oklahoma City, Okla 
Omaha, Nebr 







































































































iakwein 6 
cesabumyan 5 
1 12 
a 2 10 
1 10 77 51 137 51 
2 7 285 30 960 212 
5 27 225 48 188 218 
6 50 517 56 222 293 
» iapidhemmmtetllia at beaded 8 ad 1M 552 100 
2 ae 5 30 368 yd] 156 301 
=a 9 7 132 8 582 19 
112 617 2, 367 813 2,144 2, 409 
is os Gi teiepipnicis onenaine’ 14 82 391 159 862 725 
SC cnidlitieninidbaete! 42 1,122 1, 454 673 | 1,101 2, 24 
i addbien cae 5 93 17 192 55 
2 8 85 48 6 47 
aia See. 4 176 76 355 278 
Port Arthur, Tex_............... 7 17 75 18 226 86 
Port Huron, Mich............... 1 7 56 “ 327 Cay 
Portland, Maine.......-.-----.-- 1 2 339} @) 340 261 
Se 6 397 2, 251 666 | 3,876 856 
I NO cncnttenelecbkenaes 2 178 70 636 110 
Portsmouth, Va-_._.............. 6 47 255 65 768 67 
epresdsbeaans 3 1 uA 7 28 34 
2 16 442 79 891 258 
Lecacgapnoccesibénnas 4 39 175 52 368 123 
ia ibchenbsdnsesiussnipaptignida nein ccnsocuasiaty 2 129 3 67 6 
 canpubesaeniediecaedtitsaitdiisdiies 12 87 39 1384 85 
pnacontqnecossiiiinalinnditesmsa 5 110 ZB 320 77 
peeusecqvecedaiquiine % 235 14 497 161 
si ochaiiopeinatpi B 27 1 292 81 
biiiiCbtehithgeait | 2 Bren 16 119 6 158 oA 
poaguchecessscesce 33 179 1,498 41} 4,064 686 
pediennwiinindsineslatdecaeen 3 4 149 - 261 60 
sit ieniiarlieeianencineeieinte 4 37 92 &8 682 153 
achjapoccoutqnson 11 25 609 143} 1,520 470 
1 30 115 17 254 109 
BEY Bn ans ccnkousiiocnbad 1 2 1 82 9 206 60 
Se celia ie a eels mee 16 45 a 41 35 
Sacramento, Calif & 3 204 824 145 | 1,985 643 
4 6 27 167 66 | 1,001 173 
2 2 60 535 113 1 194 
72 55 440 1, 797 0) 10, 548 1, 431 
2 2% 21 1, 306 267 | 1,815 569 
* 1 16 il 87 769 8 
lcbccheindtiihitiuneditintdeacatel 1 3 106 32 188 126 
L ones 1 1 13 96 19 162 80 
Pee cesnpebitedeis 6 10 98 940 109 | 1,369 578 
tended eaened oe. ers 1 63 18 201 82 
Ban Antonio, Tex... ............ 341 1, 496 707 | 2,607 1,120 
Ban Bernardino, Calif...........}........-. 171 3 370 90 
Siew 209 126 704 574 
1,377 @) 6, 901 3, 661 
WL tetaeoaans 2233 892 263 
119 7 28 66 
Santa Barbara, Calif_ 176 41 626 149 
Santa Monica, Calif 208 56 283 194 
aes 29 214; 1,820 73 
equasings 205 116 205 143 
Seoeconedine 336 61 876 20 
3, 089 476 | 2,927 1, 780 
a dialleeenene 7 8 60 32 
1 80 17 254 47 
1 374 86 1, 187 189 
nse 409 36 230 241 
Sioux ; 2 63 50 80 198 
Somerville, Mass_....... 2 176 42 259 152 
South Bend, Ind_._....... 1 278 76 330 212 
Spokane, Wash_................ 2 643 235 | 1,847 362 
eee iene inte atindatea 359 5 874 230 
i I, II 5 426 137 1,268! 278 








For footnotes see end of table. 
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TaBLe 80.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1936, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 





Murder, Bur- a 
nonneg- Agera-| glary— theft 

City — Rape pee vated | breaking |_| uto 
a assault catetas = = 


oo 





























3 3 34 5 177 49 821 101 

Springfield, Ohio................ 3 3 7 2 271 ® 633 103 
Stamford, Conn................-. 1 3 10 2 78 51 175 80 
Steubenville, Ohio.............-- 1 1 19 1 112 15 217 64 
i DP apabennedl 108 4 242 30 
Syracuse, N. Y..- a 2 30 31 25 430 117 930 504 
Tacoma, Wash. » 1 40 2 502 48 700 254 
Tampa, Fla__.. eee 22 78 378 137 556 120 
Terre Haute, In 1 8 65 12 116 30 454 92 
Toledo, Ohio..... 10 32 289 126 1,174 186 | 2,860 1,074 
Topeka, Kans__.... 2 3 46 7 49 7 233 
Sy OMncseninccocenthhs 2 10 50 113 460 107 625 376 
, Mitindindddoonndathne 5 5 21 122 66 189 145 
EI h st sencoiniaccecdamsie 13 14 156 71 921 316 | 2,020 230 
Ss Din ce cendeuitteccnnbetnauloasabnwls i sowie 16 62 121 
University ar DR icnniabclsttndl scscbcbeabie 1 ll 3 84 41 188 26 
Upper Darby Township, Pa_._.. 2 10 a 42 60 18 37 93 
IE Ti in cinacinkbocuchonnn 1 ¥ 9 6 183 58 507 131 
By Witte oc tdckbenccessiibes 7 17 136 260 64 7il 90 
, SS 1 1 14 2 125 24 259 83 
I MII noo cancinecdpceee ls cosctcs 3 14 1 87 18} 145 72 
Washington, D. O............--. 63 69 861 524 2,637 | 1,196] 6,172 2, 766 
IRINA. cs incongceptigines Shas 6 8 60 14 101 4 
Waterbury, Conn... Raita 1 7 3 208 50 224 280 
IN 1k Aiptnnnchdnteolesnnnttiinestannchbine 12 4 99 3 428 56 
WORT, BOONE. caccccccnccccc|ccccscncos 10 2 3 78 11 101 31 
INCE dchiptnnvnedpinel. aanbdsiiins Bb ciccamas 2 111 33 471 38 
Waukegan, I[il_--- D Evthdeoad 10 27 70 61 179 70 
West Allis, Wis_. 1 8 4 6 46 18 389 33 
Wee I: COED, co cccncutitec!nncandhouciadsdepes OF cue 31 12 24 16 
West Haven, ee ee ad 10  Diccedend 45 8 5 1 
IEE, Bat acansidlicedlcntaninsedtnandioces 2 1 46 19 60 13 
West Palm Beach, Fla_.......... 7 iccnmncas Race 223 161 675 53 
WRONG, Wi VO. nisecccaccsce 8 1 22 6 163 52 82 66 
» “3, “") eae 2 8 2 10 36 39 104 38 
, eee 3 4 25 10 461 70} 1,879 123 
Wichita Falls, Tex............... 2 8 13 52 189 36 : 89 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa...... onan 1 6 32 23 163 45 185 154 
Pe cp tk ccccuntdncclaccesttecs 1 W 14 104 10 70 50 
Wilmington, Del_.............-- 7 1 18 46 251 141 565 256 
Wilmington, N. O............... 6 3 35 132 39 202 126 
Winston-Salem, N. C_...-..-..- ll 21 40 @) 519 84 908 225 
Woodbridge Township, N. J...-|.......---. + 5 11 107 6 118 23 
OIIIOTE, Bea iin ccncinddtnaelacnacdiienloasédiina 1 2 129 9 172 31 
Worcester, Mass__ J 3 5 15 22 626 221 246 532 
Lo eee oe 1 7 1 in Rabanne 87 ll 
Yonkers, N. Y... 3 10 8 34 141 i4| 234 220 
ciciadidlsactaeadeaniidiets + 3 35 16 27 103 

ll 7 230 121 621 63 | 1,144 716 

2 6 4 6 52 19 176 56 


1 Larcenies not separately reported. Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies. 
9 Not reported. 





Offenses Known to Sheriffs, State Police, and Other Rural Officers, 1936. 

In compiling national crime data, the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion distinguishes between urban and rural crimes. The figures pre- 
sented in the preceding tables are based on reports from a large major- 
ity of the agencies policing urban areas (places with 2,500 or more 
inhabitants). Comprehensive data regarding rural crimes are not yet 
available, but the information on hand is shown in table 81, which is 
based on reports from 400 sheriffs, 80 police agencies in rural villages, 
and 6 State police organizations. For comparative purposes, there are 
presented below percentage distributions of rural and urban crimes 
(the urban data are based on figures shown in table 74): 


The above comparison discloses that whereas only 4.9 percent of the 
urban crimes are offenses against the person (murder, negligent man- 
slaughter, rape, and aggravated assault), 9.2 percent of the rural 
crimes reported fall within those classes. This may be due to the fact 
that some. of the reports representing rural crimes indicate the possi- 
bility that they were limited to instances in which arrests were made. 
Incompleteness of this sort in the reports of rural crimes will tend to 
increase the percentage of rural crimes against the person because such 
offenses are much more generally followed by arrests than are the less 
serious offenses against property. 


TaBLe 81.—Offenses known, January to December 1936, inclusive, as reported by 
400 sheriffs, 6 State police organizations, and 80 village officers 


Bur- 
Rob- | Agere | slary— | 1 srceny— 
Rape vated | breaking 
. bery assault | or enter- theft theft 
ing 
630 | 1,009; 2,135 2,44 15, 189 23, 807 


Offenses Known in the Possessions of the United States. 

In table 82 there are shown available data concerning the number 
of offenses known to law-enforcement agencies in the possessions of 
the United States. The tabulation includes reports from Hawaii 
County, Honolulu (city and county), Territory of Hawaii; the Canal 
Zone; and Puerto Rico. The figures are based on both urban and 
rural areas and the population figures from the 1930 decennial census 
are indicated in the table. 

With reference to the figures presented for the Canal Zone, it should 
be noted that the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been advised 
that less than one-third of the persons arrested for offenses committed 
in the Canal Zone are residents thereof. It appears, therefore, that a 
large proportion of the crime committed in the Canal Zone is attrib- 
utable to transients and other nonresidents, 
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TaBLeE 82.— Number of offenses known in United States possessions, 
January to December 1936. 


[Population figures from Federal Census, Apr. 1, 1930] 


Criminal 
homicie 


Jurisdiction reporting 


Hawail: 

Hawaii County, popula 
tion, 73,325; number of 
offenses known 

Honolulu, city and county, 

ulation, 202,923; num- 


Zone, population, 
89,367; number of offenses 


Puerto Rico: 
Population, 1,543,913; num- 
ber of offenses known 


Data from Supplementary Offense Reports. 

In tables 83-86 there is presented the more detailed information 
concerning major offenses included in the reports received from the 
police departments of 41 cities with an aggregate population of 
14,467,797. The period covered is the calendar year 1936. 

Table 83 reveals that more than one-half of the rapes reported were 


forcible in nature. Of the 11,222 robberies reported, 7,105 (63.3 


percent) were committed on city highways, and 3,526 (31.4 percent) 
were robberies of commercial establishments. 

The 41 police departments represented in the tabulation reported 
46,864 burglaries, one-half of which were committed in dwelling 
houses. With reference to the time of day the burglaries were per- 
petrated, it is shown that 77 percent were omteneieidtaetinn the night, 
and 23 percent during the daytime. With reference to residences, 
however, the proportion of daytime burglaries was larger, amounting 
to 37 percent. 

The figures for larceny disclose that 12.7 percent were cases in 
which the property stolen exceeded $50 in value. In 61.9 percent of 
the cases the value of the property stolen was from $5 to $50, and was 
less than $5 in the remaining 25.4 percent of the larcenies. The 
tabulation also reflects that 1.6 percent of the thefts were cases of 
pocket-picking and that 3 percent were instances of purse-snatching. 
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Tasie 83.—Number of known offenses with divisions as to the nature of the criminal 
act, time and place of commission, and value of property stolen, January to Decem- 
ber, inclusive, 1936; 41 cities over 100,000 


[Total population, 14,467,797, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Classification 


Larceny—theft (except auto theft) 
to value of article 


Larceny—theft (grouped as to type of 
= : vt 
ocket-picking 
Purse- 
All other. 


— ne or entering: 
— dw a: 
— tted during night 
mumitted during da 
All = (store, office, etc. 
Commi during night 
Committed during day. 


The figures presented in table 84 show that the police departments 
of the 41 cities represented reported 26,226 automobiles stolen during 
the year, of which 24,755 were recovered. The percentage of recov- 
eries of stolen automobiles amounts to 94.4. 


TaBLe 84.—Recoveries of stolen automobiles, January to December, inclusive, 1936; 
41 cities over 100,000 
[Total population, 14,467,797, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 
Number of automobiles stolen 
Number of automobiles recovered 
Percentage recovered 


The value of property stolen and the value of property recovered are 
shown in table 85, as reported by 41 police departments. The total 
value of property stolen was $15, 672 857.86. perty recovered was 
valued at $9,864,398.50 (62.9 percent). Automobiles constitute a 
large portion ‘of the property represented in table 85. Exclusive of 
automobiles, the value of property stolen was $7,018,791.71, and the 
value of recoveries was $1,701,609.75 (24.2 percent). 


TaBLe 85.—Value of property stolen and value of property recovered with divisions 
2 to 00008" of property involved, January to December, inclusive, 1936; 41 cities over 


[Total population, 14,467,797, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 
Type of property 


Qusreney. notes, 
ewelry He pon ein metals 
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The value of property stolen in connection with offenses of robbery, 
burglary, larceny, and auto theft is shown for individual types of 
crimes in table 86. It should be noted that this compilation is based 
on the reports of 40 police departments, whereas, tables 83-85 were 
based on reports from 41 departments. 

The average value of property stolen per offense is lowest for larceny 
and highest for auto theft, n connection with this tabulation, it 


should be noted that the figures representing the number of actual 
offenses include attempted crimes in which no thefts occurred and for 
which no property values are shown. This naturally has the effect 
of reducing the average property loss per offense. 


TaBLe 86.—Value of property stolen, by type of crime, January to December, inclu- 
sive, 1936; 40 cities over 100,000 


(Total population, 14,189,897, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Oensus] 


: Value of 
Classification property stolen 


$1, 535, 132. 89 
2, 838, 120. 89 
2, 931, 181. 38 
8, 021, 016. 65 

15, 325, 451. 81 


AVERAGE VALUE OF PROPERTY _ 
STOLEN PER OFFENSE 


(AUTOMOBILES NOT INCLUDED) 
JANUARY TO OECEMBER, INCLUSIVE, 1936 
BASED ON REPORTS OF 40 CITIES— POPULATION, 14,189,897 


OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY 


VALUE OF PROPERTY STOLEN PER OFFENSE 
° 25 50 75 100 128 
Ds ied 


BURGLARY 


' 
LARCENY (EXCEPT AUTO THEFT) 


Ficure 20. 
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DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


During 1936 the F B I examined 461,589 arrest records as evidenced 
by fingerprint cards, in order to obtain data concerning the age, sex, 
race, and previous criminal history of the persons represented. The 
number of fingerprint records examined was considerably larger than for 

rior years, which were as follows: 1935—392,251; 1934—343,582. 

e compilation has been limited to instances of arrests for violations 
of State laws and municipal ordinances. In other words, fingerprint 
cards representing arrests for violations of Federal laws or represent- 
ing commitments to any type of penal institution have been excluded 
from this tabulation. 

The increase in the number of arrest records examined should not 
be construed as reflecting an increase in the amount of crime, nor 
necessarily as an increase in the number of persons arrested, since it 
quite probably is at least partially the result of an increase in the 
number of local agencies contributing fingerprint records to the 
Identification Division of the F B I. The tabulation of data from 
fingerprint cards obviously does not include all persons arrested, since 
there are individuals taken into custody for whom no fingerprint cards 
are forwarded to Washington. Furthermore, data pertaining to 
persons arrested should not be treated as information regarding the 
number of offenses committed, since two or more persons may be 
involved in the joint commission of a single offense, and on the other 
hand one person may be arrested and charged with the commission of 
several separate offenses. 

Despite the increase in the number of arrest records examined 
during 1936, there was a decrease in the number of records reflecting 
arrests for murder, robbery, and burglary, as compared with 1935. 
Arrests for murder, robbery, assault, burglary, larceny, and auto 
theft constituted 31.1 percent of the arrest records examined during 
1936, whereas, arrests for those types of offenses numbered 36.6 per- 
cent of all arrests during 1935. Notwithstanding the decrease 
referred to above, there were numerous arrests for major violations 
during 1936, as reflected by the following figures: 


Burglary 
Larceny (except auto theft) 
Auto theft 


Stolen property (receiving, etc.)...........----.---..-. 
Forgery and counterfeiting 


Pp 
Narcotic drug laws 
Weapons ertving. GT so secs wl igs onl eae 


Driving while intoxicated 


Gambling 
Arson 


Of the total of 461,589 arrest records examined, 33,670 (7.3 percent) 
represented females. The proportion of females arrested during 
1936 shows a slight increase over the —_ for prior years. For 
1935 and 1934 the percentage was 6.9 each year. 
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Women were found to be most frequently arrested for larceny, 
4,664 (13.9 percent) of the total of 33,670 being charged with that type 


of violation. 
as follows: 


Prostitution and commercialized vice 
Drunkenness_ 

Vagrancy 

Assault 

Disorderly conduct 

Violation of liquor laws 


Other offenses frequently charged against females were 


In addition, 679 women were charged with criminal homicide and 637 


with robbery. 


TaBLeE 87.—Distribution of Arrests by Sex, Jan. 1—Dec. $1, 1936 
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The table showing the ages of persons arrested indicates that there 
were more arrests for age 22 than for any other single age group. 
This is contrary to the figures for 1932-35, during which period 
persons 19 years old outnumbered those of other ages. It is of interest 
to note, however, that the shift in the frequency of arrests to ages 
21-22 was first evidenced in the figures for the last half of 1935. 
During 1936 the age groups in which arrests occurred most frequently 


were as follows: 


Number 
arrested 


The compilation disclosed that 80,358 (17.4 percent) of the persons 
arrested were less than 21 years old; 78,394 (17.0 percent) were 
between the ages of 21 and 24; making a total of 158,752 (34.4 percent) 
less than 25 years old. In addition, there were 79,111 (17.1 percent) 
persons arrested between the ages of 25 and 29. This makes a total 
of 237,863 (51.5 percent) less than 30 years of age. (With reference 
to the ages of persons represented by erprint cards received at 
the F BI, it should be en in mind that the number of arrest 
records is doubtless incomplete in the lower age groups, because in 
ma the practice is not to fingerprint youthful indi- 
viduals. 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ARRESTED 


AGES 16 TO 24 


OATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT CAROS 
JANUARY 1 — OECEMBER 3!, 1936 
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Youths were most frequently charged with offenses of robbery, 
burglary, larceny, and auto theft. For all crimes 158,752 persons 
under 25 were arrested, thus constituting 34.4 percent ‘of the total 
of 461,589 arrest records examined. However, youths under 25 
numbered 53.2 percent of those charged with robbery, 58.7 percent 
of those siete with burglary, 45.4 percent of those charged with 
larceny, and 70.8 percent of those charged with auto theft. 


Tasie 89.—Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 25 years of age, 
male and female, Jan. 1—Dec. $1, 1936 
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The age distribution of males arrested was substantially the same 
as that for all persons represented in the compilation. This is due 
to the fact that men were represented by more than 92 percent of the 
arrest records examined. For females, the largest number of arrests 
occurred at age 22. In this respect the age distribution of females 
arrested was the same as that for all persons involved. However, 
the proportion of females arrested between the ages of 21 and 29 was 
45.2 percent, whereas, for all persons represented in the tabulation, 
only 34.1 percent were within those age groups. Similarly, of all 
persons represented in the tabulation, 51.5 percent were less than 30 


years of age, but 62.2 percent of the females arrested were less than 
30 years old. 
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During 1936, 39.7 percent (183,140) of th —_ arrested already 
had fingerprint cards on file in the Identification Division of the 
FBI. In addition, there were 9,996 records bearing notations indi- 
cating previous criminal histories of the persons concerned, although 
the fingerprints had not previously been filed in the Bureau. This 
makes a total of 193,136 records containing information regarding 
the prior criminal activities of the persons arrested. The records dis- 
closed that 139,707 (72.3 percent) had previously been convicted of 
one or more offenses. This number constitutes 30.3 percent of the 
461,589 arrest records examined. 

Many of the persons had been previously convicted of major viola- 
_ tions, as indicated by the following figures: 


y 
Larceny (and related offenses) 
Forgery and counterfeiting 
Ra 


pe 
Narcotic drug laws 
Weanons Cesrryims, Wt) < wo Sonne ote scence idiwecdoa 
Driving while intoxicated 


The records of 39 of the persons charged with criminal homicide 
during 1936 disclosed that they had been previously convicted of 
homicide. In general, the tabulation indicates a tendency for recidi- 
vists to repeat the same type of crime. 

As heretofore indicated, the records show that 139,707 of the per- 
sons arrested had been previously convicted. The records of those 
persons disclosed 403,001 prior convictions, an average of almost 
three per individual; 178, 286 of the convictions were for major viola- 
wet and 224,715 were for less serious infractions of the criminal 
aws. 

Of the 33,670 females arrested, only 28.4 percent had previous 
fingerprint cards on file, as compared with 39.7 percent for all persons 
represented in the tabulation. Similarly, females represented only 
4.6 percent of the 139,707 previous convictions found in the records. 
Since women represented 7.3 percent of the total persons whose arrest 
records were examined during the year, the percentage of women 
among those whose records showed previous convictions is com- 
paratively low. 
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TaB_e 92.—Number with Previous Fingerprint Records—Arrests, Jan. 1—Dec. 
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1 Only 11 fingerprint cards were received representing arrests for violation of parking regulations. 
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TaBLe 97.—Number of cases in which fingerprint records show one or more prior 
convictions, and the total of prior convictions disclosed by the records, male and 
female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1936 
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Whites were represented by 333,922 of the records examined and 
Negroes by 104,998. The remaining races were represented as follows: 
Indian, 2,592; Chinese, 1,057; Japanese, 243; Mexican, 16,465; all 
others, 2,312. 

The significance of the figures showing the number of Negroes 
arrested as compared with the number of whites can best be indicated 
in terms of the number of each in the general population of the 
country. Exclusive of those under 15 years of age, there were accord- 
ing to the 1930 decennial census, 8,041,014 Negroes, 13,069,192 
foreign-born whites, and 64,365,193 native whites in the United 
States. Of each 100,000 Negroes, 1,306 were arrested and finger- 
printed during 1936, whereas the corresponding figure for native 
whites was 438, and for foreign-born whites 199. Figures for individual 
types of violations may be found in the following tabulations. It 
hiekd be observed in connection with the foregoing data that the 


figure for native whites includes the immediate descendants of foreign- 
born individuals. Persons desiring to make a thorough study of the 
comparative amounts of crime committed by native whites and for- 
eign-born whites should employ available compilations showing the 


number of instances in which offenders are of foreign or mixed 
parentage. 
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TaB_e 98.—Distribution of arresis according to race, male and female, Jan. 1- 
Dec. 31, 1936 
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TABLE 100.—Distribution of arrests according to race, female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1936 
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Taste 101.—Number of arrests of Negroes and whites in proportion to the number 
of each in the general population of the country, male and female, Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 
1936, rate per 100,000 of soul (excluding those under 15 years of age) 
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*Less than Mo of 1 per 100,000. 
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TaBiE 102.—Number of native whites, number of foreign-born whites and number of 


aye arrested and fingerprinted by age groups, male and female, Jan. 1—Dec. 
, 1936 
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TaB_e 103.—Percentage distribution of arrests by age, of native whites, foreign- 
born whites and Negroes, male and female, Jan. 1—Dec. $1, 1936 
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At the end of December 1936, there were 6,682,609 fingerprint 
records and 7,798,946 index cards containing the names and aliases 
of individuals on file in the Identification Division of the F BI. 
Of each 100 fingerprint cards received during 1936, more than 53 
were identified with those on file in the Bureau. Fugitives number- 
ing 5,942 were identified through fingerprint records during this same 
period, and interested law-enforcement officials were immediately 
notified of the whereabouts of these fugitives. 

As of December 31, 1936, there were 10,229 police departments 

officers, and law-enforcement agencies throughout the United 
Bates and foreign countries voluntarily contributing fingerprints to 


the FBI. 
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